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Excellencies,
Ladies and gentlemen,
Dear colleagues,

It is a pleasure to address the opening of the Global Food Crisis and Child Protection Event today.

Your theme of how food security impacts children and their protection could not be timelier.

Global hunger levels are at a new high.

In just two years, the number of severely food insecure people - children, young people, women, men -
has doubled, from 135 million pre-pandemic to 276 million today.

More than half a million people are living in famine conditions – an increase of more than 500 percent
since 2016.

Violence and conflict remain the primary drivers for acute hunger. The climate emergency is another
driver of global hunger. Over the past decade, 1.7 billion people have been affected by extreme weather
and climate-related disasters.

The economic shock caused by the COVID-19 pandemic has compounded food security, reducing
incomes and disrupting supply chains.

An uneven recovery from the pandemic has already put many developing countries on the brink of debt
default and restricted access to financial markets.

And now the Russian invasion in Ukraine is amplifying and accelerating all these factors: climate change,
COVID-19, and inequality.

It threatens to tip tens of millions of people; children, women and men - over the edge into food
insecurity, followed by malnutrition, mass hunger and famine, in a crisis that could last for years.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Ethiopia, like other countries in the Horn of Africa, the Sahel and elsewhere, is facing high levels of food
insecurity due to multiple shocks, including drought and conflict.



According to the 2022 Humanitarian Response Plan for Ethiopia, over 20 million people are currently
being targeted for emergency food and other non-food assistance, in which 52 percent of them are
children.

About 75 percent of the 4.5 million people targeted for nutrition interventions this year are children, in
absence of adequate nutrition-rich food rations. More than 800,000 children under five years are
targeted for the treatment of severe acute malnutrition.

In young children, this is a medical emergency that carries an 11-fold increased risk of dying, compared
to healthy children. Even if these children survive, they may suffer from stunting, which has life-long
consequences. Evidence shows that food insecurity can significantly

and negatively affect children’s physical, cognitive, emotional, social well-being and the realization of
their rights to protection.

In Shire in the Tigray region in Northern Ethiopia, for example, protection partners have reported that
the lack of food has affected children’s protection in several ways:

Girls have been reported to engage in survival sex in order to cover food costs for themselves and their
families.

Children are reportedly engaging in various forms of hazardous labour and facing a high risk of physical
injury and sexual exploitation and abuse while collecting water and firewood.

Caregivers and mothers have described immense emotional distress at seeing their children hungry,
impacting their ability to provide care.

In the drought affected areas in the country, child marriages and family separations are on the rise, and
girls are forced to travel far distances to fetch water, while in other cases they are often left alone while
family members are away looking for food or livelihood.

For the most vulnerable groups, such as children living and working on the street, the impacts are just as
or even starker. The number of children living and working on the streets has increased, including
begging at night, which exposes children, particularly girls, to serious risks of physical and sexual violence
and abuse.

An assessment conducted in July 2022 by child protection partners on the situation of children on the
streets surveyed 245 street children. Almost half of the children surveyed reported that they sometimes
stayed without food for long periods. Children reported resorting to various coping mechanisms,
including eating leftover food or scavenging food from garbage dumps, causing food-related diseases.

Of the children surveyed, less than one-fifth reported receiving any type of food or other assistance
before living on the street.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We need to work together to ensure that we target the most vulnerable families and that children have
access to holistic support they need to fully meet their protection and well-being.

I welcome the ongoing initiatives at the global and country levels to enhance collaboration between
child protection and food security actors as this will lead not only to enhanced outcomes in the
humanitarian response in food insecure contexts, but also in the prevention of protection risks and harm
to children and in contributing to the realization of their rights.

At the same time, however, while lifesaving interventions remain critical, investing in development is the
key to addressing root causes of the multiple crises that are affecting the wellbeing of millions of
children in the country.



This must be done with a sense of urgency and scale to get ahead of the crises. Financial resources are
more necessary than ever.

We need to act together, urgently and with solidarity.

I thank you for listening and look forward to the outcomes of this key meeting.

CLOSING REMARKS , BY MARIE-HELENE KYPRIANOU, WFP FOOD SECURITY CLUSTER GLOBAL

COORDINATOR

Dear Colleagues,

On behalf of myself and Abdul Majid, FAO FSC Global Coordinator, it was a pleasure to be with all of you
here today and discuss collectively how we can closely collaborate between Child Protection and Food
Security.

Thank you for your insightful contribution and vision. As one of the participants wrote in the chat
“hunger crises have the face of children”.

Food insecurity and hunger are increasing globally, and millions of people are at risk of starvation as a
result of what we call the 4 “Cs”: conflicts, climate change, the socio-economic impacts of the COVID-19
pandemic, and increasing fuel, food and fertiliser cost.

Communities are thus exposed to severe food insecurity, stretching their remaining ability to cope.

Food insecurity is critically connected to Protection, and in particular to Child Protection: food insecurity
drives families to make hard decisions in order to survive. Some of those are directly affecting children:
early marriage, child labor, school withdrawal are practices often utilised to cope with food scarcity in
the household, or to access additional resources to buy food. Many of these choices have long lasting
consequences and can be irreversible for children.

Close collaboration between food security and child protection actors is critical: it can provide strong,
evidence-based analysis allowing both response and mitigation measures, as well as integrating child
sensitive programming, collectively identifying best practices, and helping partners to learn from each
other.

The gFSC and members of its Protection Task Force are working in close collaboration with the CP AoR
and Plan International to support Food Security & Child Protection actors in the field to better
understand, plan and respond to the needs of affected children and communities.

Investing in transformative and concrete solutions is necessary to create a more sustainable, prosperous,
and equitable world. This does not just mean working together to address symptoms of the challenge; it
requires thinking together, collectively to reimagine how our systems can deliver on our promises to this
and future generations.

As I close, allow me to reiterate that the global FSC remains committed to turn the many declarations of
the centrality of protection into practice, and the joint work highlighted here is one of the best examples
of how humanitarian actors and sectors can work together to reduce risk for people affected by crisis,
especially the most vulnerable like children.

Thank you.


